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Welcome... High Point is going Green... Go Green or Go Home... Right? 

Have you been thinking about Creation and going green this week? We have... At the office the other day and E was enjoying a nice hot chocolate... She was stirring it to perfection and sipping and I looked in her cup and said... "What are you going to do with that spoon when you’re done?" she said, “Throw it away. I should probably have used mettle shouldn't I?”
Survey... you might have a waste problem if...

· you used paper to serve dinner 2 or more times this week?
· you want to invent a reusable towel because you go through brawny so fast
· you use bottled water to brush your teeth with
· you don’t like coffee unless it has the paper cup and lid aftertaste
· You have replaced your mettle silverware with plastic because its “disposable”
· You have ever thrown away something because you “have gotten your monies worth out of it.”
· if you think recycling is drinking your milk from the bowl after cereal
· if it is late and you are alone on the road throwing trash out the window helps the local animals
This morning i want to talk about waste... Have you spent much time thinking about waste management?   I spent some time looking at my trash this week... I know most of you try and spend as little time as you possibly can there but... I waste a lot of stuff.

Facts about trash: More than 30% of our waste is packaging materials. Where does it all go? Some 85% of our garbage is sent to a dump, or landfill, where it can take from 100 to 400 years for things like cloth and aluminum to decompose. Glass has been found in perfect condition after 4,000 years in the earth! 

Since when did plastic become disposable? It is on everything... a little film here and a huge monster package there... you need a saw to get through some packages... Why does packaging make up 30%?  Because it is cheap... We can afford it... 

Think about our society... I am realizing more and more that waste goes hand in hand with wealth. The wealthier we are the more you and I waste.  Go back a few generations to the great depression... I talked with my mother in-law about this and she was telling me that her parents wouldn't let them waste anything... 

· They didn't use Kleenex they used hankies...
· glass jars and reused them or took them back to the store and got a refill 
· never would they have used paper/plastic plates... to expensive, or if they did they would wash them and reuse them...
· they wore there clothes until they were done and then they would give them away to the less fortunate...
· they didn't have paper towels... they washed hand towels
· they all had bikes and would ride to the store or to school 
I know we live in a different time... but I am telling you my honest observations... For some reason we think that because it is cheap it is trash-able... Just a thought I had... what price would a car need to be to be considered disposable? $100, $50, $10, $5? Computers are coming down in price all the time... When will they be considered disposable?

I am challenged to use less... I take out the trash... I know how much stuff I put in and I know that I could probably cut back... Use glass and mettle and wash... look for ways to reduce my consumption and vehicle use... buy from places that use less packaging and buy local. 

“But Tory, these are just insignificant things”... yeah but small things done by many people are a movement and movements are powerful...
let's look at bottle of water... 
· Americans spent more money last year on bottled water than on ipods or movie tickets: $15 Billion.
· We pitch into landfills 38 billion water bottles a year... in excess of $1 billion worth of plastic - most bottles don’t get recycled...
· If the water we use at home cost what even cheap bottled water costs, our monthly water bills would run $9,000
· 24% of bottled water is tap water repackaged by Coke and Pepsi... 
· One out of six people in the world has no dependable, safe drinking water.
I understand the convenience of bottled water... we give bottled water away... it is inexpensive and very convenient... we like to make HighPoint warm and inviting for visitors and to represent Christ and his church well... food and bottled water is part of that... But all of the bottles ended up in the trash instead of recycled up until now... We are going to be more strategic about our waste... Why? Besides the fact that it just makes sense to be less wasteful and to develop a waste management pattern to our lives... What does God say on this Issue? 

How does God show his Waste Management policy? He shows us by his natural revelation... we see it in the world around us...
The human body is a great way to look at the efficiency of God... our bodies are amazing... they self heal... they need little maintenance and rarely break down... they can go 80-100 years without a major upgrade... most parts are interchangeable... that is an amazing designer...

At rest (for example, while sitting and watching television), the human body burns 12 calories per pound of body weight per day. Weigh 150 burn 1800 calories...

Compare your body to a car. A typical car gets between 15 and 30 miles per gallon. 1 gallon= 31,000 calories. That means that if a human being could drink gasoline instead of eating hamburgers to take in calories, a human being could run 26 miles on about one-twelfth of a gallon of gas. In other words, a human being gets more than 300 miles per gallon! If you put a human being on a bicycle to increase the efficiency, a human being can get well over 1,000 miles per gallon! FYI...

The Earth is amazing in its efficiencies... we are a ball yet have seasons... it is tilted at the exact angel... it is perfectly positioned fro the sun to not be overly hot and burn us or overly cold and freeze us... It is designed to be the perfect Biosphere maintaining balance and allowing plants to absorb co2 and expel o2 and for us to breathe o2 and expel c02... Most of creation balances itself out... deer population goes up so does the wolf population... an animal dies and there is a clean up crew ready to move in and take care of it... Our world is amazingly efficient... if we don’t mess with it to much...

There are such great efficiencies in the equation of creation that we see God’s handy work all over it... Eden was meant to live in a cycle of health... and with very little if not any waste involved...

Jesus life points to a Green Life

 But Jesus life is one that lives out WASTE Management... read through the gospels and you will see

· didn't own his own donkey... 
· borrowed almost everything
· walked most places he was going
· if he were living today he would carpool 
· spent time in nature regularly
· regularly told his disciples to not waste
· stretched things to make them last...
· didn't even have his own tomb...
This week, as I was praying about this subject and studying I came across a statement of Jesus that challenged me... it is one ting to look at the external concepts but WHAT does the bible really say?

Jesus and his disciples are out teaching and thousands come to hear... five thousand men and a slew of women and children... it was a massive group of people when... Jesus mentions to his disciples hey... lets feed these people and then send them on there way. You may know what happens... one boy is found with 5 loaves and 2 fish and that’s it... Jesus takes reduce and reuse to a whole new level... He prays then tells his disciples to hand it out to the people... They had been with Jesus enough at this point to fallow his direction so they do and each person who pulled a chunk of passed more on to the next person... the bread just kept on feeding people... Everyone had gotten enough. Then read what scripture says... 

John 6: 12-13 When they had all had enough to eat, he said to his disciples, "Gather the pieces that are left over. Let nothing be wasted." So they gathered them and filled twelve baskets with the pieces of the five barley loaves left over by those who had eaten.

Let nothing be wasted! Wow what a statement... Jesus is making a tremendous statement here... Let nothing be wasted... we don’t see mention of it to much but it is there... I think the writers when they were recounting Jesus life wanted to point out the miracles and the power of Jesus... we do that a lot... but right here is a point that Jesus also was trying to make...

Why would he not just leave the leftovers?  Why not call in a bunch of seagulls to eat it all or bring mice up and have them nibble on it? Why did he make a point to have his disciples pick up the leftovers from a crowd that was well over 5k people?
Have you ever tried to get a big crowed to do anything in unison? Crowds are messy... Jesus is saying clean up... Why? Jesus is trying to make a point that we should be people who manage our waste... often we expect miracles to cover our own doing... We ought to be people who do not take advantage of the blessing he has given us... the blessing of our time, talent, energy and resource and waste the excess... We do that more than we think... money is spent on things we shouldn't, energy is spent pursuing ungodly activities, talent is given and never utilized, calling is sacrificed for comfort... we leave a large wake of waste behind us...
There were 12 large baskets full might have gone to the disciples... but we don’t see them taking there to go containers with them... it probably went to the poor... we don’t know for sure but it would be like Jesus to meet another need with it... 

Let Nothing be WASTED...Jesus said... what a statement... what a challenge... I have been asking myself this all week... WHAT DO YOU WASTE?

We see this waste management concept alluded to in another point in Jesus life...

Matthew 26- we find Jesus getting close to his crucifixion and the disciples have seen almost all of the tricks up Jesus sleeve.  They are having dinner and in that day people would recline as they ate. While they were eating, a woman came behind Jesus and poured an entire jar of expensive perfume over Jesus' head... (this is where dumping Gatorade over your coach comes from...) look at how the disciples reacted... 
8-10 When the disciples saw this, they were indignant. "Why this waste?" they asked. "This perfume could have been sold at a high price and the money given to the poor." 

They were jumping on the ball... wanting to show Jesus that they had heard his teachings... This infers that Jesus had been trying to get them to understand not to waste... not to abuse and missus what has been given you... It shows me that Jesus was adamant about using all that they had... not letting anything go to waste...

Verse 10 Jesus stops them and makes another interesting point that is kind of a side point... Aware of this, Jesus said to them, "Why are you bothering this woman? She has done a beautiful thing to me.

Worship is never a waste... Let me be clear... what ever you give to God... time talent energy and resource... is never a waste and Jesus loves it. He finds it beautiful... Sure this woman could have spent her perfume in another manner but she honored Jesus. There is worship in our sacrifice... there is worship in obedience...

Notice that Jesus had to help his disciples understand the difference... between wasting the perfume and wasting the bread... One was worship one was just waste... until the disciples acted on Jesus request... then there obedience was an act of worship... 
We see that Jesus told his disciples not to waste and we can infer that he taught them the value of not wasting we see He reduced, reused 

Ultimately recycled... those of you who are Christ followers understand this

Romans 6:4- Jesus shows us practically that he wants to give each one of us an opportunity to recycle our old life for a new one...

We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.

nothing is wasted in Christ's kingdom not even you... no matter what you have done... how you walked in here or what you did last night... Jesus wants to take the old you with all of your faults and failings and make you NEW... Make you a restored vessel that can hold him inside and be used by him for eternity... 

Ask him to renew you... make you new and he will. He is always looking for people he can repair and reuse... 

Maybe you walked in here and were a little skeptical about this green thing... I hope this morning that you were able to see how God loves his creation ad what Jesus thought about waste... I hope that you and I walk out of here and think about how we can come up with a waste management philosophy... But more important than that to me is that you leave here different then you came... 

I want us all to leave here... NEW... Jesus wants to take your old and make it new... 

you see like my trash... in the End God has showed us that ultimately everything will go through an evaluating process... my trash goes to a facility is sorted and then it is either burned, buried or made into something new... When we die... we go through a similar process... those who surrendered themselves and like my bottles have the approval from God to be made new will... and those who do not, will not... we will then be made new and Check out what God does in the end...
Revelation 21 1I saw Heaven and earth new-created. Gone the first Heaven, gone the first earth, gone the sea. 

5" Look! I'm making everything new.

This earth is ours to steward... 

What is your waste management philosophy?

How can you follow Jesus' command? Let nothing be wasted?
Are you ready? Do you know that you have the approval of Jesus to be made new?
Let's pray...
